The article addresses conceptions of legitimate expectations, legal certainty and principles of legal safety, as well as the relationship between them and the reform of higher education in Lithuania. The article inquires into the approaches of Lithuanian students to higher education reform. One of the main reasons for the reform of higher education in Lithuania is that the state has limited possibilities to fund all those interested in university education. Under the Lithuanian Constitution, "Higher education shall be accessible to everyone according to his individual abilities. Citizens who are good at their studies shall be guaranteed education at State schools of higher education free of charge." The guarantee of the studies free of charge should be based on state and public interest -e.g. the need for specialists in different spheres.
INTRODUCTION
The ruling of the Constitutional Court was that the constitutional requirement to ensure accessibility to the higher education based on one's own capabilities does not mean that it must be conducted solely with the state funds. The state does not have unlimited possibilities to fund higher education; the funding has to be based on the state and public interest -i.e. the need to have specialists in different spheres. On the other hand, according to the Constitutional Court, these constitutional provisions cannot be interpreted as denying the right to acquire higher education based on one's own capabilities even though the state does not 1 The objective of this article is to ascertain whether the regulation changes in higher education are compatible with the principles of legitimate expectations, legal safety and legal certainty.
Ruling of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Lithuania on the Compliance of Paragraph 4 (Wording of 22 April 2003), Paragraph 5 (Wording of 30
In order to reach the aims these goals were set:
1.
To disclose the essence of existing principles of the legitimate expectations, legal safety and legal certainty in the European Union and in national law;
2.
To present the changes in legal regulation of higher education connected with guaranteed free of charge education;
3.
To find out the students' attitude towards those aspects of the higher education reform that influence their legal safety.
While writing the article these research methods were used: -Content analysis, which helped to define the conception of the principles of legitimate expectations, legal certainty and legal safety; -Analysis of the statutory law and constitutional jurisprudence, which helped to find out the changes in the legal regulation of higher education; -Questionnaire, which assisted in uncovering students' attitudes towards different aspects of the reform linked with the tuition fees for studies.
In order to know how well students are informed about the reform, how they value it, and how they react to the changes of the tuition fees for higher education, the questionnaire of 13 questions connected with the drafted law was created. It was aimed at getting the respondents' attitude on the phenomenon researched, i.e. to get its subjective evaluation. In cases when the legal regulation of higher education is not consonant with the principles of administrative law, the risk to fail in achieving the aims of legal regulation rises and human rights may be infringed upon. Later it was translated from French to English as "legitimate confidence", but afterwards it was changed to "legitimate expectations", because of the specific meaning of the world "confidence" in the English law.
REGULATION CHANGES IN THE FIELD OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND THEIR CORRESPONDENCE WITH LEGAL PRINCIPLES

CONCEPTIONS
6
In a Rechtsstaat the principle of legitimate expectations is used in order to guarantee that the aims in public administration would be gained by saving personal expectations. In such cases law helps to strike a balance between public interests and personal expectations. R. Thomas In the regulation of the 12 th of July, 2001, the Constitutional Court did not merely mention, but also more broadly explicated the conception of the principle of the legitimate expectation, deriving it from the principle of the law-governed state and relating it to the principles of legal certainty, legal safety, etc: Hence, the Constitutional Court links the principle of the legal safety to the principle of legal certainty, and underlines that the main purpose of the principle of legal safety is to guarantee the persons' faith in their state and law.
STUDENTS' ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE HIGHER EDUCATION
REFORMS
To find out the students' attitude towards the current reform of higher education, we used a questionnaire of thirteen questions, with the aim to get Science is responsible for this -48%, the university Senates -23%, the Government -19%.
The study shows that students seem to be better informed about who sets the tuition for the students paying full price-53% are correct that it is the university Senate. But still 32% suppose it is the Ministry of Education and Science, 7%
indicate the Government, and another 6% think that it is the Seimas (Figure 2 ). 
66
In general, it is difficult to understand the complicated system regulating these aspects of higher education, especially for those whom it directly concerns, i.e. the students.
45% of the respondents indicate that they are not acquainted with the main provisions of the reform of higher education, or have no understanding of the main idea of the reform. And only 2% of the respondents had never heard about the reform at all.
According to the students, the most important issue of the reform of higher education is to ensure the accessibility of free of charge studies to all citizens of the Republic of Lithuania (48% of respondents agree on this) and to improve the quality of studies (38%). Answering this question, students could have indicated the main issue (to which reform should be related) for them, but no one did so. 3%
marked that the reform of higher education should improve the infrastructure of the universities. From this it appears obvious that the question of tuition is more important to students than the question of the quality of the studies.
The majority of respondents (83%) are anxious because it might be that they will have to pay for their studies, 43 % of respondents indicate that they will not be able to afford studies, 40% say that they could pay up to 1000 Lt a year. Just 7% are sure about their future, because they do not have financial problems, and 9%
are not tending to worry at all.
Greater contradictions are revealed in the analysis of students' opinion on how much they should pay for their studies. About half of the respondents (52%) would choose for the payment to remain as it is now, i.e. that the Government would set the number of free of charge positions and a possibility for a partial payment would remain, as well the possibility to pay full charge, according to the results of studies and accession. 23 % of the respondents would agree that students who do not have academic debts and whose average grade of the semester is not below "8" ("eight") in a 10 point system, should be released from the payment. 17% would choose that a partial payment of 500 Lt in a semester would be fixed for all students. Only 6% would be satisfied that only a free of charge and full charge paying students would study in universities (Figure 3 ). Students who do not have academic debts and whose average grade of the term is not below "8" ("eight") in 10 points system, would be released from the payment The partial payment of 500Lt in a term
Only a free of charge and full charge paying students would study in universities The payment w ould remain the same Students w ho do not have academic debts and w hose average grade of the tem is not below "8" ("eight") in 10 points system, w ould be released from the payment The partial payment of 500 Lt in a term
Only a free of charge and full charge paying students w ould study in universities To summarize, there is no alternative that would be rejected by the majority of students. This shows that information about the issue and its evaluation is far from being clear and unambiguous to students.
FINAL CHANGES IN THE LEGAL REGULATION OF THE SPHERE OF LITHUANIAN HIGHER EDUCATION
On the 14 th of June, 2007, Lithuanian Parliamentary parties signed an agreement on the main changes in the field of higher education. 11 One of the main objectives was the establishment of the "student bag" -i.e. the principle that the state funds "move" together with the student. Together it was noted that funding of the studies should consist of a state funded part, students' personal payment (study fee), and other sources (employers, private funds, etc.). 
